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fore this Houſe at CyHRrIsT-CHURCH the Sixth 
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In the twenty-ſixth Chapter of the Book of 
the Prophet Isa1an, and Part of the ninth 
and tenth Verſes. 


When thy Judgments are in the Earth, the Inhabitants of 
the World will learn Righteouſneſs. | 
Let Favour be ſbewed to the Wicked, yet will He not learn 
Righteouſneſs : in the Land of Uprightneſs will he deal 


unjuſtly, and will not behold the Majefty of the Lord. 

| heedleſs and inconſiderate, that without frequent 
Admonition, the plaineſt and greateſt Objects of 
his Intereſt and Happineſs would paſs unnoticed by him : 
It you convince him of the moſt important Truths, for 
the preſent he will reſt ſatisfied with them; but they 
will have no permanent Operation on his Mind, any 
Paſſion, any Trifle will ſuddenly withdraw his Attention 
from the Contemplation of them, and perhaps make him 


totally forget that he had ever learn d them: This Heed- 


leſſneſs extends itſelf to every Branch of our moral Duty; 
| but 


HE R E is ſomething in the Nature of Man ſo 


4 
but in no one Inſtance more ſtrongly appears, than in our 
Inattention to thoſe capital and radical Tru is, of the 
Being of a God, and of His Providence.- = 
In Compaſſion of theſe Deſects (produced in us lis the 
Fall of our firſt Parents) it pleaſed the Divine Wiſdom 
and Mercy to ſend frequent Prophets and Meſſengers to 

his People, to exhort, to warn, to threaten them into a 

Senſe of their Dependance and Duty; when theſe Ex- 

hortations came at length to be received as Words of 

Courſe, ſpoken by Perſons, whoſe Office it was to pro- 

nounce them, then indeed a ſharper Remedy became ne- 

ceſſary, and thoſe whom the ſoft Voice of Rea on would 

not perſuade, were at laſt. awakened. by the Terrors of 

Plaim the Lord: When he flew them, ſays the "Plalmit, then 

EF as ey fought him, and they returned and enquired early after 

2 and they 3 that God was their Rock, and the 
high God heir Readtemer. 

By this Repreſentation of the State of our Minds, it 
appears, that Viſitations from Heaven are real Mercies to 
Mankind: The Deſtruction wrought by them (though 

ſometimes great and terrible to the ſuffering Individuals) 
yet bears but a ſmall Proportion to thoſe numerous Bodies 
of Men, who are, or ought to be, made better by the 
Example. They are not therefore to be looked upon as a 
 wanton-Exerciſe of Power in an angry Being, regardleſs of 
the Sufferings of his Creatures ; nor yet are they to be ac- 
counted Defects in the original Conſtitution of Things, 
from which ſuch great Calamities are naturally produced ; 
but they are the wiſe Regulations of a beneficent Parent 
enforcing Obedience to His Laws for falutary Ends and 


Purpoſes : For, when his Judgments are in the Earth, the 
I ones 


Inhabitants of the World will learn Righteouſneſs ; that is, 
will be; recalled to a conſcientious Diſcharge of all reli- 
gious and moral Duties. By his Part of my Text, we 
learn the U/e and Intent of the Judgments of God. 
Ax we then ſuch Children as that Correction is neceſ- 
ſary to preſerve us from falling? Would not the manly 
and generous Principle of Gratitude, amidſt Bounties 
poured upon us by our Maker, be ſufficient to keep us 
ſteady. and upright in our Obſervance of Him? It would 
and does to ingenuous Minds; but we are not all of fo 
happy a Diſpoſition : For in the remaining Part of my 
Text, it is with great Truth faid ; Let Favour be ſhewed 
to the Wicked, yet will he not learn Righteouſneſs ; in the 
Land of Uprightneſs will he deal unjuſtly, and will not be- 
hold the Majeſty of the Lord. Or, in other Words, in 
the Land where the pureſt Religion is taught, and the 
Laws are the moſt favourable to Liberty and Juſtice, yet 
as long as he feels himſelf happy, he will be guilty of 
Oppreſſion to his Neighbour, and remain unmindtul of the 
Majeſty of the Lord. This therefore ſhews the Occaſion and 
ſeeming Neceſſity of God's Judgments. As I cannot purſue 
a better Method in this Diſcourſe than by following the 
Order laid down by the Prophet in my Text; I ſhall in 
the firſt Place, conſider the Mature, Uſe and Intent of the 
Judgments of God: And in the ſecond Place, I ſhall 
ſhew the Occaſion, and (if ſuch a Word may be applied 
to the Divine Nature) the ſeeming Neceſſity of them. 
Tux Judgments of God, in their general Senſe are His 
righteous and final Decrees; and all His Laws, Statutes 
and Ordinances are comprehended under that Term; [ 
have not departed from thy Judgments for thou haſt taught 
B 


me ; 


119. 102 


. me; fays the Plalmiſt: But they are often uſed in Scripture 
in a more limited-Senſe, and mean the Execution of ſuch 
of the Decrees of God as inflict Chaſtiſements on Man- 
kind for Diſobedience to his Will plainly ſignified to them. 
Juagments are prepared for Scorners, and Stripes for the 
" Back of Fools. And this I take to be the Meaning of 
them in my Text: And ſhall uſe them in that Acceptation 
| thro! the whole of this Diſcourſe. Heir | 
Wu God was pleaſed to be the perſonal and viſible 
Director and Gouvernour of Men, when he gave them 
Laws, ſometimes by his own Mouth, ſometimes by the 
Mouths of Prophets whoſe Miſſion and Authority were 
known and acknowledged, ben, he puniſhed Diſobedience 
to thoſe Laws in a quick, exemplary, and miraculous 
Manner, as in the Deſtruction of the Egyptians, the three 
Days Peſtilence upon 1/rae/, the fearful Example made 
of Korah and his Company, and many other Inſtances 
in Holy Writ. But as his Will is not ao in ſo extraor- 
dinary a Manner declared to us, neither is the Tranſgreſ- 
ſion of it ſo extraordinarily puniſhed; there is now no 
Mark ſet upon his Correction by which we can clearly 
know, when, and for what particular Crime it is inflicted ; 
This is left to our own Reaſon and Obſervation to diſcern 
and diſcover. He has interwoven in the Fabrick of Na- 
ture, the Cauſes of dreadful Calamities to the Race of 
Man, which by his ſpecial Providence, he ſometimes directs 
in their Operation, to anſwer his wiſe and beneficent Pur- 
poſes ; but He has left us no Rule, by which we can with 
Precifion, mark the Bounds of His common and extraor- 
dinary Providence, and diſcern when he puniſhes in the 
regular Courſe, and when by a ſpecial Commiſſion. * 
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of the Evils which private Perſons ſuffer, and ſome of 
thoſe with which Nations are afflicted, are the neceſſary 
Reſult of Folly and Vice, and may be looked upon as. the 


natural Execution of a Sentence originally pronounced 
againſt the Tranſgreſſors of particular Laws: And there- 


fore may generally be avoided by a prudent Care and Ob- 


ſervance of our Duty; ſuch are Diſeaſes, Poverty, Diſ- 
obedience of Children, with many others, and amongſt 
theſe, the Deſtruction and Miſeries attending War may be 
reckoned ; for they are uſually the Offspring of the Pride, 
Reſentment, Avarice and Bigotry of Mankind. Theſe, 
however, are ſometimes made Uſe of by Providence as 
Inſtruments of Correction, and the Sword is by the Pro- 
phet Ezekiel, accounted as one of the four ſore Judg- 


ments of God. But there are other Calamities incident to 


all the Inhabitants of the Earth; great and extenſive in 


Diſtreſſes which they create, which can have no Connec- 


tion with the Paſſions of Men, which no human Prudence 
can foreſee nor Caution nor Power prevent; I mean, 
Contagion in the Air, and Convulſions in the Earth: 
Theſe therefore may more properly be looked upon as the 
immediate Acts of God. We ſee, that in this World, as 
far as the general Syſtem is concerned, there is an amazing 


Order, Regularity and Exactneſs obſerved, thro' fucceed- 


ing Generations, in the Revolutions of the Earth and of 
the Planets; but upon this our Globe, where Reſpect is 
principally had to the Gouvernment and Welfare of Man- 
kind, we ſee that the Seeds of Diſorder and Uncertainty 
are ſown amongſt the Elements themſelves. So that, as far 
as the unſearchable Counſels of God are to be examined 
into by us, we may ſuppoſe, that He has left theſe, not 

| Imper fections, 
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J. ben Kit wiſe sene in the Order of Na. 
. e hat the giddy and capricious Race of Men may oc 
2 3 by. chem, de brought to à ſerious. 1 
their Duty, And be reanimated with a Spirit of R 
Thus far es we may ſafely proceed in ſearching after the: 
true Uſe and Intent 2 the Judgments of God: In Caſes 
of Diſtreſs, where human Aſſiſtance fails, it is natural to 
_ ſeek for Aid from Heaven: And it is a gracious Intention 
of tlie wiſe Contriver of all Things, to have fo ordered 
Matters, as that we ſhould be frequently admoniſhed of 
our Weakneſs and Dependance: In their Aſflictiums, ſays 
God, they will ſeek me early. Or, in the Words of my 
Text, When thy Fudgments are in the Earth, the 1 nba. 
_bitants.of the M. 2 will learn Righteouſneſs. <1 
I promiſed in the ſecond Place, to ſhew the eral: 
and ſeeming Neceſſity of God's Judgments as expreſs d in 
my Text: The Occaſion of them appears in zhzs, that 
ſome Perſons deal unjuſtly even in the Land of Upright- 
neſs, and will not behold . Majeſty of the Lord. Here 
is comprehended, the Breach of every moral and religious 
Duty: The apparent MWeceſſity of them, is ſhewn, by de- 
claring that bad Men are not to be wrought upon by 
| Kindneſs: Let Favour be ſhewed to the Wicked, yet will he 
not learn Righteouſneſs. This is an unhappy but known 
Truth, and is a clear Vindication of the Goodneſs and 
Mercy of our Maker, in permitting, nay, in inflicking 
Chaſtiſements on an unthinking and ungrateful Race, 
| who make fo perverſe an Uſe of their Freedom of Will and 
Action. Without Doubt, he might have fo ordered the 
Elements of which this Earth is compoſed, as that they 


| ſhould 1 and conſtantly produce Plenty, Health 
3 and 


. 9: Þ 


and Safety to all it's: Inhabitants, but his Divine Wiſdom 
foreſaw that ſuch a Diſpoſition would be by no Means 
fitted to our Paſſions and Humours. If we had no Fear 
over us, except what human Laws create, hey are found 
very unequal to the enforcing of the Practice of moral 
Duties; and amidſt a Profuſion made loathſome by Satiety, 

we ſhould be unmindful of our pureſt and moſt exalted i 
Happineſs, the Knowledge and Ramnten and Adoration 
of God. 

Tu Nature then of the Tudgm ents. of God, are any 
Afflictions with which Men are viſited; the Occafon of 
them are the Vices of Men; the e and ntent, to re- 
move thoſe Vices; the Meceſſity, that they are not to be | 
removed without them: Would to God, they might al- 
ways be removed by the firſt Notices of them; then the 4 
Prophet's Complaint were unneceſſary: The People turneth tia h 

6 


not unto him that ſmiteth them, neither do they ſeek the Lord 913. 
of Hoſts : For every one is an Hypocrite, and an evil Doer, 4 
and every Mouth fpeaketh Folly: But mark the Conſe- 
quence, Jr all this, His Anger is not turned away, but | 
His Hand is firetched out ſtill. He will cut off from 
Ifrael Head and Tail, Branch and Ruſh in one Day. Let b 
us reflect a little how any of the toregoing Obſervations | 
may be applicable to vs in our preſent Circumitances, and b 
to the Occaſion of this ſolemn Meeting. | k 
Wr are now, in all Appearance, on the Point of enter- , 
ing into a War with a powerful, ambitious and inveterate 
Enemy: Theſe Nations are the principal Obſtruction to 
his extenſive Views ; he has met with many a Check from 
the Spirit of our Monarchs; the Virtue which true Religion 
inſpires, the Courage ariſing from Liberty, the Wiſdom 
and Harmony of our Counſels, and the Reſſources fur- 


C | niſhed 


1 
niſhed by Induſtry and Commerce: And whilſt theſe 
Virtues were ſtrenuouſly exerted, ' we have uſually been 
favoured with the Bleſſing of God on a juſt Cauſe. We 
have therefore Reaſon to expect that the whole Power of 
their Empire will be applied, all the Arts of Subtilty put 
in Practice to weaken, to diſarm, to d us. 

Tu RE is no Occaſion to lay before you the wretched 
Effects of War, particularly to a commercial People; tho 

by the Goodneſs of our God, they are better known to us 
from the Relation of others, than from our own Expe- 
rience. However, there are ſome left amongſt us, who 
can well recolle& how fore a Viſitation it is to any People, 
and particularly it is to be feared, that it would be proſe- 
cuted in this Kingdom with Circumſtances of uncommon 
Severity. Is it then the Paſſion of Fear which the Appre- 
henſion of this Danger ſhould raiſe in us? No, but Hu- 
miliation, Vigilance and Courage. If we look upon it as 
the threatning Hand of Juſtice, on Account of our Infi- 
delity, Hypocriſy, Injuſtice, total Diſſolution of Manners, 
and Contempt of every noble and virtuous Conſideration, 
we ſhould timely avert the Blow, by an early and ſerious 
Repentance ; we ſhould look up to the Lord of Hoſts, 
who can order the Succeſs of Battles, eſpecially at Sea, by 
infinite Ways imperceptible by us; we ſhould not reſt ſa- 
tisfied with the Form of a ſolemn Meeting, but we ſhould 
in earneſt /an&ifie a Faſt, by turning every one from his 
evil Way, and from the Violence that is in their Hands : 
then let the Prieſts the Miniſters of the Lord weep between 
the Porch and the Altar, and let them ſay, Spare thy People, 

O Lord, and give not thine Heritage to Reproach, that the 
Heathen ſhould rule over them : then will the Lord be jea- 
lous for his Land, and pity his People. To put no Confi- 


dence 


WY 


dence in God is Ingratitude, to truſt entirely to Him, is 


Preſumption : Having therefore humbled ourſelves under 


His mighty Hand, our Vigilance and our Courage ſhould 
be quickened againſt an artful and daring Enemy. If he 
thinks that our Virtue and Fortitude are loſt, thro' Corrup- 
tion of Principle; if he thinks that we are weary of Li- 
berty, having never (ſince the coming of the glorious 
King William) felt the Yoke of Tyranny ; if he appre- 
hends that all Religion with us is only nominal, and every 
Species of Worſhip equally indifferent; that there is a 
{ſwelling in the Minds of the People, which by the Breath 
of ill-deſigning Men may be blown into a greater Com- 
motion; it hee, I ſay, are his Encouragements, we can 
quickly diſappoint theſe Hopes, by a ſteady and vigorous 
Union and Zeal for God and Liberty; and we ſhall have 
little to fear from his ſtouteſt Efforts, if we can obtain 


Pardon from our Redeemer, and exert our Strength with 


a Reſolution becoming the Importance of the Cauſe, we 
have the beſt-grounded Hopes of Safety under the Protec- 
tion of a great and good Monarch, and a wiſe and active 
and hitherto ſucceſsful Adminiſtration. 

Tus Danger from the Approach of our Enemies, tho 
ſufficient to make us ſerious, is yet not near ſo alarming as 
another of God's Judgments, which is now in the Earth ; a 
Judgment ſo dreadful, ſo wide-extended, as if all he Fu 
dations of the Earth were out of Courſe. The Interpoſition 
of Providence in directing the Affections and Wills of 
Men, has been doubted by ſome, as being thought by 
them to be inconſiſtent with the Gouvernment of rational 
and moral Agents, from whom an Account of their Actions 
is required: Such Perſons will imagine, that War is the 
natural Reſult of the Paſſions of Mankind, uninfluenced 


and 


[ T2 |] 

and unconſtrained from Above, and therefore that it may 
be either undertaken or avoided at their Pleaſure ; and 
that all its Conſequences are determined merely by the 
Movements of the human Will. But few, even the moſt 
prophane, (who admitted the Being of a God,) ever 
doubted, but that the Elements of this World, were under 
His immediate Direction: And by His handling of them 
even Heathen Nations were often ſtruck with Awe and 
Aſtoniſhment ; for when the Right Hand of God touched 
the Hills, (I know befere whom 1 am ſpeaking) 


Irg. 
sorg. 
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Terra tremit, fugere Feræ, & mortalia Corda 
Per Gentes humilis ſtravit pavor. 


Ir ever Men's Hearts were ſtruck with Solemnity and 
Terror at any of the irregular Workings of Nature, if 
ever Pardon and Mercy from God were ſollicited for by 
Repentance, at the ſtrong Appearances of his Diſpleaſure, 
the preſent Occaſion calls for it, for never fince the Days 
of Noah, by any Records of Hiſtory, did ſuch various 
and fearful Deſtruction follow fo ſudden a Stroke of His 
Hand. Let us draw 'a Veil over thoſe Scenes of Miſery 
and Diſtraction which muſt in a// Places have followed 
the Execution of this Judgment, as being too affecting 

for a Repreſentation ; let us only think, what in one Place 
muſt have been the Feelings, the Amazement and Horror 

of Men in that ſolemn Moment. | 

„22. BEHoLD a great and opulent People, the crowning City, 

whoſe Merchants were Princes, whoſe Traffickers were the 
honourable of the Earth; imagine them meditating In- 
creaſe of Wealth by new Schemes of Commerce, or per- 


haps 


haps fixing Engagements of Pleaſure ; /aying to their Soul, Luke | 
- (in a ſerene and clear Morning) Soul, thou haſt much Goods 
laid up for many Years, take thine Eaſe, eat, drink and be 
merry: Behold, in an Inſtant, all their Property buried 
before them in the Earth; their deareſt Kindred covered 
in the Ruins; their whole Gouvernment threatned with 
Diſſolution; and the general Judgment expected. hat Pan 
ailed thee, O thou Sea, that thou fleddeſt, thou Fordan, that 7 | 
thou waſt driven back? Ye Mountains, that ye ſkipped like 
Rams: And ye little Hills, like young Sheep] Tremble thou 
Earth, at the Preſence of the Lord, at the Preſence of the 
God of Jacob. In our Meditations upon this unhappy In- 
cident, we ſhould be very careful of preſuming to impute 
it to any particular Crime or Error of the ſuffering People; 
ſuch Reflections as are ill-grounded, they are inſulting, 
they are cruel, particularly when applied to a friendly and y 
very valuable Neighbour. Tho' we know the general ' 
Occaſions of the Judgments of God; yet the preciſe Occa- | 
ſion of any particular Judgment is unſearchable by us; | 
many of His Proceedings ariſing from Grounds inacceſſible 
to our Apprehenſion: And when we ſet ourſelves up for 
Judges of His Actions, we are apt always to meaſure 
Things by their Agreement to our Opinions, Expectations 
and Affections. It will be more to our Purpoſe, if we 
take it as a gracious Warning to ourſelves, and quickly 
reform our Lives with Humility and Thankſgiving. If 
we do not; Lord, when thy Hand is lifted up, they willnot TR 
fee : but they ſhall ſee and be aſhamed. | "—"—_ 
Tazre may poſſibly be found /o-7e, who will not admit 
Providence to have had any Share in this Tranſaction : 
Who, tho' they allow us to be accountable Creatures, yet 
think that an Account will not be required till the Day of 
| D general 


| 
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4 general Judgment; that Nature continues on, its own 


Operations, in a flow and ſteady Pace, by unerring Laws 
4 originally impreſs d upon Matter; and that no Virtue or 


Penitence of Men can avert theſe Motions of the Elements, 
as no Power can withſtand them. It 1s very true, that 
the complete Determination of our Cauſe, and the final 


Settlement of the Account, is reſerved for another Life; 
and this ſhould teach us Humility and Reſignation, under 
the ſeeming Inequality of the Diftribution of Rewards and 
Puniſhments here. It is alfo true, that there are many 
ſpecial Notices given in this Life, that we may be careful 


in preparing Matters for a favourable Iſſue. Now whether 


we think, that Matter is always actuated by original Laws 


unalterable ; or whether we believe that it has ſometimes 


impreſſed upon it the immediate Finger of God, the Con- 
ſequences, with Regard to our own Conduct, when Dan- 
ger is near at Hand, ſhould be the fame. If it can be re- 
moved, it muſt be done by Repentance and the imploring 


of Pardon and Mercy: If it cannot be removed, but that 
we muſt periſh under it, we ſhould then prepare ourſelves 


to meet it, before our Account is clofed ; and here the 


ſame Affections of Sorrow, Repentance and Humiliation, 


will be neceſſary. All zhis may perhaps be admitted, and 
pology to cover the 


Unwillingneſs which giddy and vicious Men have to be 


yet another Reſſource is left, another A 


thoughtful and repent: It may be ſaid, that the Diſtance 


between us and that lamented City is great, and the Danger 
now over by a Ceſſation of Earthquakes. Before we can 


receive any Reſt from the Operation of this Palliative, 
three Points muſt be taken for granted, none of which are 


ſufficiently founded on Truth: It is firft prefumed, that 


the Deſtruction was wrought entirely by natural Cauſes, 


and 


it; in the ſecond Place, it is ſuppoſed that the Heavings 
and labouring Convulſions of the Earth are for the preſent 
quieted, which by no Means appears; and thirdly, that 
the Diſtance between us and the principal Efforts of Na- 
ture, is ſo great, that we need not be under any Alarm: 
- This is the moſt unphiloſophical of a/: When we are 
meaſuring the Works of the Almighty, and confider the 
immenſe Extent and Magnitude of thoſe glorious Lumi- 
naries that ſurround us, (which are yet probably but a very 
ſmall Part of the Creation) to talk of any Diſtanee as 
great upon this Globe, betrays a low and confined Ima- 
gination : There nay be a Force within the Earth capable 
of diſſipating every Particle of it at the ſame Inſtant of 
Time, with as much Eaſe as a Bubble is burſt with Air. 
How little Dependance there is upon Safety from Diſtance 


of Place, we ſhould be convinced of, from the Experience 


and that God had no Share in the immediate Direction of 


of our own Times; for the moſt deſtructive Earthquakes 


which out. Days have ſeen, were felt on the four Quarters 
of the Globe; One, on the furtheſt Coaſt of America; 
One in Perſia, and now in Africk, and moſt fatally in 
Europe: And this Iſland was in ſome Meaſure affected by 
it. Where the Sword of Juſtice will ſtrike next, we know 
not. Truft ye then in the Lord for ever : for in the Lord 
Jehovah is everlaſting Strength; for He bringeth down 
them that awell on high, he lofty City be layeth it low even 
to the Ground; He bringeth it even to the Duſt, the Foot 
ſhall tread it down, even the Feet of the Poor and the Steps 
of the IVeedy. 

I Hors we are all by this Time ſatisfied, that we are 
bound by all the Ties of Prudence as well as Duty; ſe- 
riouſly to take the Alarm, and when God's Judgments are 


Abroad 
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* Aba 1 near at Hand, to e to avert them by. 


_ © Humility and Prayer, or be prepared to receive them with 


a -becoming and. eady Reſig nation: eſpecially when ſuch 
A Preparation will be our fare Pledge for Safety and Vic- 
tory. And as Humility to God is the proper Forerunner 
of Thankſgiving, let us in the next Place pour forth our 
moſt grateful Acknowledgments for his many wonderful 
and unmerited Mercies to theſe Kingdoms, particularly to 
to this, which by the Luxury and Folly of its Inhabitants, 
has few Reſſources left, to enable it to fupport itſelf under 
* preſſing Calamity. 
Bur if our Sins call for Vengeance; if nothing but 
feeling, will make us wiſe, and that God ſhall find it ne- 
ceſſary to chaſtiſe us with one of the Inſtruments of Cor- 
rection now in his Hand; for my own Part I ſhould clear- 


| A Sam. ly accept of King David s Choice. Let us now fall into 
tbe Hand of the Lord, (for his Mercies are great and let 


me not fall into the Hand of Man. 
Now to the one Eternal God, Father, Son; and Holy 


Ghoſt, be all Honour and Power everlaſting, Amen. 


rate; 
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